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Structure

•Theoretical concepts
•Context
•Proposals



TRADITIONAL 
SECURITY SECTOR
•Monopoly on legal use of 
force

•Armament

•Secrecy

•Staff exclusiveness

Theoretical concepts

SECURITY 
CULTURE
• "Security activity that 

expresses willingness to act 
and behave according 
to acquired knowledge and 
skills, but also values and 
principles"
(Vocabulary of security culture, 

BCSP)



CIVILIANS AND SECURITY SECTOR REFORM

• What has SSR enabled for civilians?

1) IMPORTANT/HIGH
FORMAL 
POSITIONS

2) STANCE TOWARDS 
SECURITY ISSUES



•Civilians that I will tackle in my presentation are:

•1)POST-GRADUATE STUDENTS (and how they can take formal positions in 

security sector) YOUTH IN SECURITY SECTOR

•2) HIGHSCHOOL STUDENTS (and how they can acquire knowledge in security 

issues) YOUTH IN SECURITY CULTURE



Has something 
slowed 
transformation 
down?

• YUGOSLAV WARS
• CIVIC ATTITUDE

Context



WHY?

IMPROVEMENT

YOUNG

EDUCATED

REVIVAL

DEMOCRATIC 

OBSOLETE SECURITY 
SECTOR

POLICE STATE



FIRST PROPOSAL

•To form an internship program within state's security institutions in 
duration of 6 months for students attending MA program PEACE 
SECURITY DEVELOPMENT (Faculty of Political Sciences) 



• Security sector would show its 
inclusiveness for civilian experts

• CURRICULUM with contemporary 
important subjects; reconceptualization 
of security

• PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE for 
future civic staff in security sector

COMPUSLORY COURSES 1:

Critical Security Studies

Critical Approaches to Peacebuilding

Elective courses 1:

European Security

Security Sector Governance

Failed States and State-building

Regional Peace and Security through cinema

Democratization

Disintegration of Yugoslavia and Post-Yugoslav wars

Compuslory courses 2:

Development studies:  Approaches Actors and Issues

Elective courses 2:

Inequality Migration and Development

European colonialism and its legacy

Theories and Policies of Justice

BENEFITS



PROBLEM
• CAN CURRICULUM BE 

IMPROVED FOR PURPOSES OF 
PRACTICAL SKILLS?

• ECOLOGICAL RISKS AND 
THREATS

• CYBER SECURITY
• STRATEGIC SECURITY STUDIES



SECOND PROPOSAL

•To organize peer educations for 
senior high school students in 
Belgrade about basic security 
concepts, in collaboration of two 
NGOs: Belgrade Center for 
Security Policies and CEPORA
•Two sessions: 1) human security 
2) national and international 
security



BENEFITS

•Young people are key actors in transformation of political culture
•With interactive workshops they will acquire knowledge needed for 
setting their positions on important topics such as war crisis, military 
service, public security etc.
•Peer educators are impowered to embrace civil engagement



•CEPORA-Center for positive youth development

Peer educations on security have been done before...



PROBLEM
•Peer educations that have been organized by CEPORA so far were 
mostly based on materials that Ministry of Education prepared.
• INSTEAD: 

BCSP VOCABULARY OF SECURITY CULTURE

•Political violence
•Civil disobedience
•Threat
•SSR
•Regional Security



•THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION


